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1825

Week Ending Friday, December 28, 2001

Remarks at the 2002 Olympic Torch
Relay Ceremony
December 22, 2001

The President. Please be seated. Good
morning.

Audience members. Good morning.
The President. It’s the kind of morning

we expect when we’re honoring the winter
Olympics. This flame stands for the skill and
dedication of friendly competition. I’m hon-
ored to take part in the 2002 Olympic torch
relay, and I’m really proud to welcome the
Olympic spirit to America this winter.

I want to thank Mitt Romney for coming.
Mitt, it’s great to see you again. I know Utah
is well represented by the chairman, Con-
gressman Jim Hansen. Thank you both for
being here.

I want to welcome all the members of the
Salt Lake Organizing Committee and mem-
bers of the United States Olympic Com-
mittee for being here, as well. These men
and women have worked tirelessly and long,
long, long hours to make sure that our coun-
try is well represented when the world starts
focusing on us yet again in February of this
year. I’m really proud of the work you’ve
done. You’ve brought a lot of honor to Amer-
ica, and for that, Americans are grateful.

The 2002 Olympic games will officially
begin when this torch reaches its destination
in Salt Lake City. Its 13,500-mile journey will
bring it through 46 States, carried by some
11,500 torchbearers. Each torchbearer’s
story is a lesson in citizenship and courage
and compassion.

Two torchrunners with us today were
deeply affected by the attacks of September
the 11th. Liz Howell lost her husband, Brady,
in the attack on the Pentagon. Brady was ful-
filling a lifelong dream by serving his country
at the Pentagon. Liz left her native Utah to
help Brady live that dream. Her participation
in the torch relay represents the strength
shown by so many families after September

the 11th. And Liz, our Nation prays with you
during this holiday season. We pray for peace
and comfort for you and your family.

Our other participant is a student, Eric
Jones, who goes to George Washington Uni-
versity just a few blocks from the White
House and the Pentagon. On September the
11th, Eric left the campus and headed to the
Pentagon. He spent 4 days helping with the
rescue efforts, and then he traveled to New
York to do the same.

Before he left the Pentagon, Eric helped
carry out a symbol of American pride, the
Marine Corps flag. Last week that flag flew
high above the Earth on the space shuttle
Endeavor. On behalf of all Americans, I
thank these two torchbearers for their cour-
age and for their compassion, for rep-
resenting the best of our great country.

I thank everyone who has worked so hard
to make the Salt Lake City and the games
a memorable site. I wish all our athletes God-
speed. I continue to pray the Lord’s blessings
for safety and security on our great land dur-
ing the holiday season.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:27 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mitt Romney, president and chief
executive officer, Salt Lake Organizing Com-
mittee for the 2002 winter Olympic games.

The President’s Radio Address
December 22, 2001

Good morning. This week before Christ-
mas was a busy one in Washington, DC.
Members of Congress have returned home
with many achievements to show for their
work. Congress passed, and I will soon sign,
the most important education reforms in a
generation. We have taken strong action to
support our military, protect our homeland,
and make our airways more secure. The year
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2001 also saw the largest tax relief in two
decades.

These achievements bring credit to the
Congress, and I’m grateful for their work.
I’m disappointed, however, that the Senate
was not able to pass legislation to get our
economy growing again and to help workers
who have lost their jobs. I’m hopeful that
the positive spirit of bipartisan accomplish-
ment that guided much of this year’s success
will prevail when Congress returns early next
year.

Our thoughts in these coming days, how-
ever, do not center on public policy. Millions
of Americans will be celebrating Christmas,
marking an ancient birth of an eternal prom-
ise of peace on Earth and good will to men.
This Christmas comes just months after a
great national loss. We find ourselves appre-
ciating more than ever the things that matter
most: our families, our friends, and our faith.
We count our blessings, and we remember
all those who feel loss, separation, and need.

For the families that lost a loved one on
September the 11th or in the fighting in Af-
ghanistan, this will be the first Christmas
without a husband or a wife or a father or
a mother or son or daughter. Our Nation
shares their grief.

Many thousands of our fighting men and
women will spend Christmas far from home,
accepting hardship and danger to protect us
all. We are grateful to every military family
for the sacrifice they are making for America.
We owe them much.

Our Nation is also thankful for the people
of every faith, in every community, who make
a special effort this time of year to help
neighbors in need. So many good-hearted
Americans are giving time or money to make
sure that there’s a hot meal for homeless peo-
ple, a Christmas present for disadvantaged
children, food for the hungry in foreign
lands, or just a visit to bring comfort to some-
one who is lonely or sick.

The year now ending saw a few acts of
terrible evil. It also saw many more acts of
courage and kindness and love. And these
reflect the great hope of Christmas: A light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall
not overcome it.

Laura and I wish a very joyous holiday to
all Americans. May the peace and good will

of the season fill every heart and warm every
home.

Thank you for listening, and Merry Christ-
mas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:00 a.m.
on December 21 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
22. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 21 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 25, 2001

Good morning, and Merry Christmas.
During this time of conflict and challenge,
Christmas is a day on which we celebrate
hope and joy, when our thoughts turn to jus-
tice and compassion and to a Prince of Peace
born long ago. This is a day on which we
give thanks for the wonder of God’s love, for
the blessings we have received, and for the
families we love. And this year all of these
things seem particularly important.

Charles Dickens wrote that Christmas is
a time when abundance rejoices and want
is keenly felt. This Christmas finds many fac-
ing hurt and loss, especially the families of
terror victims and of our young men killed
in battle. America grieves with you, and we
hope you’ll especially find the comfort and
hope of Christmas.

Laura and I send our good wishes to all
the families in America that have come to-
gether in celebration. We’re especially grate-
ful to all the men and women of our military,
many of whom are today separated from
their loved ones because they’re serving our
country.

Even in this time of war, we pray for peace
on Earth and good will toward men, and we
continue to ask God’s blessings on the United
States.

Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.

NOTE: The radio greeting was recorded at 10:04
a.m. on December 21 in the Cabinet Room for
later broadcast, and the transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 21 but was embargoed for release until
December 25.
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Message on the Observance of
Kwanzaa
December 20, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
all who are celebrating Kwanzaa.

Established in 1966, Kwanzaa represents
an African-American and Pan-African holi-
day celebrating family, community, and cul-
ture. The seven-day observance, beginning
December 26 and ending January 1, serves
as a special time to recognize and reaffirm
the Nguzo Saba, or Seven Principles, of Afri-
can culture. These are unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work and responsibility, coop-
erative economics, purpose, creativity, and
faith.

Kwanzaa provides an opportunity for peo-
ple of African heritage, regardless of their
religious background or faith, to come to-
gether and to show reverence for their Cre-
ator and creation, to commemorate the past,
to recommit to high ideals, and to celebrate
the good in life. These life-affirming tradi-
tions take on particular resonance this year,
as the United States and the world face new
challenges to peace. As individuals, families,
and communities take part in this celebration
of unity and of enduring values, I extend best
wishes to people throughout the globe for
a wonderful and memorable Kwanzaa.

Best wishes on this special occasion.
George W. Bush

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 26. An origi-
nal was not available for verification of the content
of this message.

Proclamation 7516—To Extend
Nondiscriminatory Treatment
(Normal Trade Relations Treatment)
to the Products of the People’s
Republic of China
December 27, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. The United States and the People’s Re-

public of China (China) opened trade rela-

tions in 1980. Since that time, the products
of China have received nondiscriminatory
treatment pursuant to annual waivers of the
requirements of section 402 of the Trade Act
of 1974 (the ‘‘Trade Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2432).
Trade between the United States and China
has expanded significantly even though
China has maintained restrictions on market
access for U.S. exports and investment.

2. On November 15, 1999, the United
States and China agreed on certain terms and
conditions for China’s accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO) that when imple-
mented will eliminate or greatly reduce the
principal barriers to trade and investment in
China.

3. On November 9, 2001, pursuant to sec-
tion 101(b) of Public Law 106–286, 114 Stat.
881, I transmitted a report to the Congress
certifying that the terms and conditions for
the accession of China to the WTO are at
least equivalent to those agreed between the
United States and China on November 15,
1999. On November 10, 2001, the Ministerial
Conference of the WTO approved the terms
and conditions for China’s accession and in-
vited China to become a member of the
WTO. China has accepted these terms and
conditions and became a WTO member on
December 11, 2001.

4. Pursuant to section 101(a)(1) of Public
Law 106–286, 114 Stat. 881, I hereby deter-
mine that chapter 1 of title IV of the Trade
Act should no longer apply to China.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to sections
101(a)(2) and 102(a) of Public Law 106–286,
114 Stat. 881, do hereby proclaim that:

(1) Nondiscriminatory treatment (normal
trade relations treatment) shall be extended
to the products of China; and

(2) The extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment to the products of China shall be
effective as of January 1, 2002.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
one, and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 3, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on January 4.

Remarks Welcoming General
Tommy R. Franks and an Exchange
With Reporters in Crawford, Texas
December 28, 2001

The President. Good morning. As you can
see, I’ve invited a guest to come to the ranch.
Tommy Franks is no stranger to Texas. After
all, he was raised in Midland, Texas. And I’m
looking forward to taking him over to the
house here in a minute to say hello to Laura.
Both of them went to Midland Lee High
School, at about the same time.

But Tommy has just come back from the
Afghan theater. He gave me a full briefing
on what he saw and what he heard. We just
got off of a teleconference with the national
security team to discuss his trip and to discuss
what’s taking place in Afghanistan.

I want to thank you for coming, Tommy.
I am real proud of the military, and I’m
proud of the commander. Tommy has done
everything we’ve asked. He is fulfilling the
mission with patience and discipline and suc-
cess. He’s a down-to-earth, no-nonsense guy,
precisely the kind of man we need to lead
a complex mission such as this.

You know, a couple of months ago, a lot
of people said that this administration and
our military really weren’t sure what we were
doing. But I had confidence all along, and
the reason why I did—confidence in the suc-
cess of what we set out to do—was because
I had a chance to be briefed by Tommy
Franks on the strategy and on the plan and
on how we were going to use our United
States military. And he hasn’t let us down.
The country needs to be proud of the mili-
tary, and one reason that I’m so pleased to
welcome Tommy is to be able to say that
out loud in Tommy’s presence.

So I’m going to have Tommy say a few
words, and then we’ll be glad to answer a
couple of questions.

General Franks. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. As the President said, my wife and I
recently have had an opportunity to be with
a bunch of great young people, soldiers and
sailors, airmen, marines, in the frontline
states around Afghanistan and in Afghani-
stan, in Kandahar and at Camp Rhino and
up in Kabul. We had a chance to meet with
these young people who are doing the work
for the Nation.

We also had a chance to attend the installa-
tion ceremony in Afghanistan, where we saw
Mr. Karzai and members of that team form
an interim government in Afghanistan, where
for the first time in decades, more than 26
million people will have an opportunity to
have their way represented in that govern-
ment.

And the combination of seeing these great
young people and seeing this momentous
event just filled me with a desire to be able
to brief the President on what’s going on over
there in the theater, on what our people are
doing, how they feel about what they’re
doing.

And so, Mr. President, thanks very much
for having me out here in Crawford.

The President. You bet.
Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press].

Videotape of Usama bin Laden/Military
Tribunals

Q. Mr. President, what’s your reaction to
the new bin Laden tape this week? And do
you fear he’s now eluded the manhunt? Also,
are you concerned that if military tribunals
require a unanimous verdict for the death
penalty, some terrorists could avoid execu-
tion?

The President. Let me start with the first
of your three questions, which was what? I’ve
already forgotten.

Q. What’s your reaction to the bin Laden
tape? Are you afraid he’s eluded the man-
hunt?

The President. Oh, the tape, yes. I didn’t
watch it all; I saw snippets of it on TV. You
know, it’s—who knows when it was made.
Secondly, he is not escaping us. I mean, this
is a guy who 3 months ago was in control
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of a country; now he’s maybe in control of
a cave. He’s on the run.

Listen, a while ago I said to the American
people, our objective is more than bin Laden,
but one of the things for certain is we’re
going to get him running and keep him run-
ning and bring him to justice. And that’s
what’s happening. He’s on the run, if he’s
running at all.

So we don’t know whether he’s in a cave
with the door shut or a cave with the door
open; we just don’t know. There’s all kinds
of reports and all kinds of speculation, but
one thing we know is that he’s not in charge
of Afghanistan anymore. He’s not in charge
of the—he’s not the parasite that had invaded
the host, the Taliban; we know that for cer-
tain. And we also know that we’re on the
hunt, and he knows that we’re on the hunt.
And I like our position better than his.

In terms of whether or not the tribunals
will be able to render the justice necessary,
that—I spoke to the Secretary of Defense
today about the story in the newspaper. Evi-
dently, somebody in our Government wanted
to show off to his family or her family in be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s by leaking
information in the press that he or she
thought would be helpful to the Govern-
ment. The truth of the matter is the Sec-
retary of Defense hadn’t even seen the report
that was on the front page of America’s news-
papers. So my answer to your question, Scott,
is I know that the leaked report is prelimi-
nary, that they’re still in discussions about
how best to bring justice. But one thing is
for certain, that whatever the procedures are
for the military tribunals, our system will be
more fair than the system of bin Laden and
the Taliban. That is for certain. The prisoners
that we capture will be given a heck of a
lot better chance in court than those citizens
of ours who were in the World Trade Center
or in the Pentagon were given by Mr. bin
Laden.

David [David Gregory, NBC News]. Good
to see you, lad.

Q. Good to see you.
The President. Thank you.

Usama bin Laden/Vision of 2002
Q. Can you say with confidence now that

Usama bin Laden is no longer in a position

to mastermind another terrorist attack
against the United States or our allies? And
related to that, you talked about 2002 being
a year of war. What can you say to prepare
the American people for what that vision is,
what they need to be prepared for, as com-
pared to what they’ve seen in Afghanistan?

The President. Well, I hope 2002 is a year
of peace, but I am also realistic. And I know
full well that bin Laden and his cronies would
like to harm America again; bin Laden and
his cronies would like to harm our allies. How
do I know that? I receive intelligence reports
on a daily basis that indicates that that’s his
desires. And therefore, the United States
must be vigilant, must make sure we con-
tinue to focus on our homeland security
measures, must disrupt, must use our intel-
ligence-gathering network to prevent the
enemy from attacking. And so, while I hope
2002 is a year of peace, I’m realistic.

As to whether or not bin Laden is in con-
trol of some network, who knows? The thing
we’re certain about is that he’s on the run,
that he’s hiding in caves, if hiding at all. And
the other thing I’m certain about is we will
bring him to justice. I don’t know whether
it’s going to be tomorrow, but Tommy will
tell you that I haven’t said, ‘‘Tommy, get him
tomorrow.’’ I’ve said, ‘‘Just get him,’’ and we
will. We will bring him to justice.

We don’t know, David, whether or not he’s
given any orders to any of his soldiers, but
we take nothing for granted. And so our
country still remains on alert, and we’re ac-
tively looking for anybody who would harm
America.

The shoe bomber was a case in point,
where the country has been on alert. A stew-
ardess on an American Airlines flight—or a
flight attendant on an American Airlines
flight was vigilant, saw something amiss, and
responded. It’s an indication that the culture
of America has shifted to one of alertness.
And I’m grateful for the flight attendant’s re-
sponse, as are, I’m sure, the passengers on
that airplane. But we’ve got to be aware that
there are still enemies to the country. And
our Government is responding accordingly.

Situation in South Asia
Q. Mr. President, do you think that India

and Pakistan are sliding toward war?
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The President. One of the things that we
discussed today in the national security con-
ference, and I discussed yesterday with
members of my national security team, was
the India and Pakistan issue. Colin Powell
has spoke to both sides today, urging re-
straint, urging calm. I was pleased to—I’m
pleased to note that President Musharraf has
announced the arrest of 50 extreme terror-
ists—extremists or terrorists. And I hope
India takes note of that, that the President
is responding forcefully and actively to bring
those who would harm others to justice.

The war on terror is not just an American
war on terror; it’s a civilized-government war
on terror that we’re talking about here. But
my Government and my administration is
working actively to bring some calm in the
region, to hopefully convince both sides to
stop the escalation of force. And as I say,
I’m pleased that President Musharraf is re-
sponding to the Indian requests to round up
those who would do harm to others and in-
carcerate them, which he did.

Argentina
Q. Are you making any calls yourself, sir?
The President. Not yet. I will if need be.

As a matter of fact, I have been making calls
recently to leaders in our own hemisphere.
I spoke to the Presidents of Mexico and Uru-
guay, Chile and Brazil about the Argentinean
situation. I made it clear to those Govern-
ments that we want to work with them, to
work together to make sure that the Argen-
tineans understand that we will support a
plan that sustains economic growth, we’re
willing to offer technical assistance through
the IMF, that our Government is aware of
what’s taking place, and that we’re fully en-
gaged in the issue.

Impact of September 11 on the President
Q. Mr. President, some say the events of

2001 have changed you, while others say that
you’re the same person you always were.

The President. Yes.
Q. Who’s right? Or is it fair to say there’s

some truth in both arguments?
The President. Talk to my wife. [Laugh-

ter] I don’t know. I don’t spend a lot of time
looking in the mirror, except when I comb
my hair. And—listen, I’ll give you a hint. I

liked coming to the ranch before September
the 11th; I like coming to the ranch after
September the 11th.

Enron Corporation
Q. [Inaudible]—the war for a moment.

Have you had any contact with Kenneth Lay
or other Enron officials in the last 6
weeks——

The President. No.
Q. ——and do you think that there is

something the Government should do to help
Enron——

The President. I have had no contact with
Enron officials in the last 6 weeks. Do I think
the Government ought to help what now?

Q. Help Enron or do something to help
prevent some of these employees from losing
their life savings.

The President. Well, I think the life sav-
ings issue is something we need to look into.
I think it’s very important to understand what
took place. The Government will be looking
into this. I mean, SEC will be looking into
the matters; Congress appears to be looking
into the matters. There will be a lot of Gov-
ernment inquiry into Enron and what took
place there.

I’m deeply concerned about the citizens
of Houston who worked for Enron who lost
life savings. It’s very troubling to read the
stories about those who locked up their
plans—locked up Enron stock—had their
Enron stock locked up in their 401K plans
and then saw their savings dissipate. I think
it’s very important for us to fully understand
the why’s of Enron. And there will be plenty
of investigations.

Recess Appointments
Q. Sir, will you make recess

appointments——
The President. Thinking about it. I don’t

know yet. I’m right now focused on the mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan and giving
Tommy a tour of my ranch. But I, at the
appropriate time, will take a good, hard look
at recess appointments.

I’m disappointed that a lot of my appoint-
ments were stalled in the United States Sen-
ate, weren’t given a hearing. This Scalia man
got out of the committee, but never given
a vote on the floor of the Senate. He’s a good
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fellow; he ought to be approved. But I’ll take
a good, hard look at all the options available
to me.

Operation Enduring Freedom
Q. Mr. President, is there a timetable in

your mind for withdrawing U.S. troops from
Afghanistan? Or as long as bin Laden is still
on the run, do you imagine them being there
indefinitely?

The President. I imagine us being there
for quite a long period of time. But my time-
table is going to be set by Tommy Franks.
Tommy is in charge of the military oper-
ations; he’s in charge of the military. I’ll let
Tommy speak for himself, but I will tell you
this: We won’t be making political decisions
about what to do with our military.

I gave Tommy a mission; it was a well-
defined mission. And Tommy is in charge of
getting that mission done, and when Tommy
says, ‘‘Mission complete, Mr. President,’’
that’s when we start moving troops out. But
until he says that, I am—I will make the case
to the American people that we’re doing the
right thing.

Q. What’s your definition of the mission
being complete in Afghanistan, sir?

The President. In Afghanistan? Well,
Taliban gone, the country secure, the country
stable; that—you know, Al Qaida cells round-
ed up, Taliban fighters brought to justice; the
over 6,000 troops, prisoners being held—
prisoners of war being held by our allies in-
terrogated, finger-printed—I mean, there’s a
lot to do. And the American people just must
understand, when I said that we need to be
patient, that I meant it. And we’re going to
be there for a while. And I don’t know the
exact moment when we leave, David, but it’s
not until this mission is complete.

The world must know that this administra-
tion will not blink in the face of danger and
will not tire when it comes to completing the
missions that we said we would do. The world
will learn that when the United States is
harmed, we will follow through. The world
will see that when we put a coalition together
that says, ‘‘Join us,’’ I mean it. And when
I ask others to participate, I mean it. And
in order to lead the coalition, we must show
that we will complete the mission. And part
of that mission is, as Tommy will tell you,

is to make sure that Afghanistan is a stable
country.

And he’s got a lot to say on that if you
want him to talk about it. Okay, bring the
man to the mike.

Q. General Franks, could you talk about
how you took evasive action when you were
fired upon the other day? There was a report
yesterday that your helicopter was fired
upon.

Q. You should get right to that, sir, after
you do the first question. [Laughter]

General Franks. Let me take that—let
me take your question first. As we look
around, today we have more than 50 nations
involved in this coalition effort in and around
Afghanistan, providing support and so forth.
We have 26 nations represented at our head-
quarters down in Tampa, Florida. We have
16 nations represented on the ground or in
the air or at sea around Afghanistan.

And it’s interesting that over the past 10
days, the numbers I’ve just described have
grown, rather than shrinking. I think the view
is that Afghanistan is a part of a global effort
against terrorism, that we’ll stay in Afghani-
stan as long as it takes to do what the Presi-
dent has said. We will do away with the
Taliban, and that has been done. We now
have a legitimate interim government in
Kabul.

We will destroy the Al Qaida terrorist net-
work inside Afghanistan. We will take care
of the screening and the work that needs to
be done with all these detainees—finger-
printing, DNA work, photography, screen-
ing, interrogation. We’ll determine which
ones need to be brought out and need to
be handled in some form of legal process.

How long will that take? I think the Presi-
dent said it immediately after the 11th of
September, and I think many of us have said
it about every day since then: It will take as
long as it takes.

Interesting to me, the fact that these young
people standing at Kandahar Airport a few
nights ago, in the middle of the night, watch-
ing a USO show, showed me absolutely no
desire to leave their mission at all. And so,
I think that it’s best for all of us to recognize
that we will not be hurried; we will not be
pressed into doing something that does not
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represent our national objectives; and we will
take as long as it takes.

And a very short answer to the business
of the helicopter: I have been told since I
took that helicopter ride that someone took
a shot at the helicopter. I didn’t see it when
it happened, and I believe it may have hap-
pened, but then again, this is Afghanistan,
and we have pockets of Taliban still in that
country. And that’s one of the reasons that
we’re going to stay there until we have
mopped all that up.

Q. Mr. President——
The President. Yes. It’s your big day,

Scott, two questions.
Q. A one-part question this time, I prom-

ise.
The President. Four questions, excuse

me. [Laughter]

Usama bin Laden
Q. Would you prefer to see bin Laden cap-

tured and questioned about the attacks and
possible future attacks?

The President. You know, dead or alive
is fine with me.

Argentina
Q. Mr. President, you mentioned Argen-

tina, and you talked about you support more
technical assistance from the IMF for them.
Would you support more money for Argen-
tina from the IMF, or has the well kind of
run dry there?

The President. Well, it depends upon
what Argentina decides to do. The key for
Argentina is to get her fiscal house in order,
get monetary policy in order, and to develop
a plan that will show sustained economic vi-
tality and economic growth. But it’s up to
Argentina on how to develop the plan. As
you know, there’s an interim government in
place; there will be elections in a couple of
months. And the point we’ve made to the
Argentinean Government, as well as to our
friends in the region, is that we will be willing
to help them develop the plan, if they ask
for technical advice. It will all be done
through the IMF.

But the first order of business is for the
Argentineans to develop a plan to show us
how they’re going to get their house in order.
They’ve got a lot of work to do, but—and

all of us that are concerned about Argentina
are willing to work together to get the job
done. There was near unanimity on my
phone calls to the other leaders in the region
that—of the course of action that I just laid
out.

Military Tribunals

Q. Have you decided that anybody should
be subjected to a military tribunal?

The President. Well, Americans
shouldn’t, as you know. I mean, I excluded
any Americans.

Q. Of the prisoners, have you decided that
anyone——

The President. Oh, have I made any deci-
sions yet? Not at all; not yet, Dave. We’re
still—I still want to make sure that the—I
still want to see what the Secretary of De-
fense recommends as to how to proceed. He
has—as I said, he hasn’t seen the now-fa-
mous document that some American decided
to leak.

I don’t know why people do that. I guess
either to make you feel good and/or to make
themselves feel good. But nevertheless, it
was not very helpful. And as the Secretary
of Defense said, he hasn’t even seen the doc-
ument yet. But they’re working through, and
we’re working through, as you know, all the
other types of cases that will come forward.
I mean, as Tommy said, there’s a lot of peo-
ple to be questioned, and there’s also a lot
of decisions to be made as to how to run
these folks through our system. And we’re
just not quite there yet. We’ve got time.

John Walker

Q. What about Walker?
The President. Well, same situation.

We’ve got time. And Walker is well-berthed
on a U.S. warship. It’s a heck of a lot more
comfortable on that ship than he was in the
basement of that prison, when he decided—
when he was captured. Walker made a ter-
rible decision, and our system is such that
he’ll have proper justice. But he’s working
with the enemy, and we’ll see how the courts
deal with that.
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Secret Service Agent
Q. Sir, were you upset that that Secret

Service agent was kept off that plane? Be-
cause you have been saying this——

The President. Yes, I was. I talked to the
man this morning. I told him how proud I
was that he was by my side. He’s here on
the ranch, and he’s guarding me. And of
course, I was. We’ll let the facts—they’re
going to get the facts out. There’s an inquiry
going on as to specifically what took place.
But if he was treated that way because of
his ethnicity, that will make me madder than
heck.

Usama bin Laden
Q. There are increasing news reports that

bin Laden escaped to Pakistan——
The President. Oh, yeah? Well, sorry to

interrupt your question, but if you’d asked
me the question yesterday, you would have
said there’s increasing news reports that he’s
dead, and the day before, that he’s hiding
in a cave. In other words, there’s increasing
speculation about bin Laden. But what one
shouldn’t speculate on is if he’s alive, he’s
on the run. And you don’t need to worry
about whether or not we’re going to get him,
because we are. And it’s just a matter of time.
I mean, I’ve read reports where he dyed his
hair red. That’s not going to stop us from
finding him.

Q. But what assurances have you gotten
from President Musharraf that if that is the
case, that he’ll find him and turn him——

The President. Well, I appreciate that.
President Musharraf has been very helpful.
Tommy has visited with him; I’ve visited with
him; the Secretary of Defense has visited
with him. And he said he will help in all mat-
ters. And we believe he’ll help with Mr. bin
Laden, too, if in fact he happens to be in
Pakistan. Who knows where he is? But one
thing is for certain: He’s on the losing side
of a rout. And the other thing for certain
is we’re not going to stop until we get him
and all those murderers that are associated
with him.

And who knows how many we’ve gotten
to date, because we’re gathering evidence.
We don’t know whether some of these peo-
ple are in those caves. And Tommy did a
fine job of shutting them down. They may

still be locked up in there. And as you know,
we’re sending troops up in that region to take
a look at some of the caves to find out what’s
in there. And we’re going to have to dig some
of them out.

But as time will go on, we will know more
and more about how successful we’ve been.
The point is, is that we are going to be there
for a while. I’m patient. The commander on
the ground is executing the plan, and the
American people are in strong support of
what’s taking place.

Listen, thank you all for being here today.
It’s great to see you. Welcome back to Prairie
Chapel Ranch, and maybe we’ll get you back
out here before the New Year’s. If not,
Happy New Year. Thank you.

New Year’s Eve/President’s Visit to the
Ranch

Q. What are you doing for New Year’s?
The President. Probably going to bed

early. [Laughter]
Q. What are you doing with your days

here?
The President. Well, I’m up—I was up

this morning at 5 o’clock, spent a little quality
time with the First Lady. And I just finished
my book, ‘‘Theodore Rex,’’ by Edmund Mor-
ris, which is a fabulous book on Teddy Roo-
sevelt. I recommend people reading it. I am
going to—I would have gotten up and run
3 or 4 miles this morning, which I’ll probably
do that this afternoon. I’m going to take
Tommy around to show him parts of the
ranch. But if Tommy weren’t here, I’d be
working down there, a little chainsaw work,
clearing some brush, burning some brush.

We’re making great progress in one of
our—one of the bottom areas that was here-
tofore relatively inaccessible. One of these
days I’ll take you down there. It’s a beautiful
place. It’s a bois d’arc grove—bois d’arc tree
is a native tree, real hard wood, that grows
these giant green, kind of apple-looking
things. But I’ll spend time doing that.

And then this afternoon—it gets dark here
about 5:30 p.m., and so I’ll probably watch
a little University of Texas football tonight.

Q. What about the tree you planted yester-
day?

The President. Tree plant, very good. My
senior staff gave me a beautiful oak, 10-inch

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:35 Jan 03, 2002 Jkt 197250 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P52DET4.028 pfrm07 PsN: P52DET4



1834 Dec. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

oak, and we planted her right outside the
house. I haven’t written my thank-you note
yet, so I’ll give them a verbal: Thanks for
the tree. It is a beauty. And we planted
about—I think we planted so far about 35
trees, live oaks and cedar elms, here. And
it’s going to be a beautiful sight for when
these trees—when they take off.

Did a little fishing yesterday, by the way—
not very successfully. The water is cold; the
fish are at the bottom. They’re not biting very
much. But just the fact that I was able to
fish was a nice treat.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:58 a.m. outside
the old residence at the Bush Ranch. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Pervez Musharraf
of Pakistan; President Vicente Fox of Mexico;
President Jorge Batlle of Uruguay; President Ri-
cardo Lagos of Chile; President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso of Brazil; Kenneth L. Lay,
chairman and chief executive officer, Enron
Corp.; and Eugene Scalia, nominee to be Solicitor
for the Department of Labor. Gen. Tommy R.
Franks, USA, commander in chief of the U.S.
Central Command, referred to his wife, Cathy;
and Hamid Karzai, Chairman, interim Grand
Council of Afghanistan.

Statement on Signing the
Intelligence Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2002
December 28, 2001

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2883,
the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002.’’ The Act authorizes appropria-
tions to fund United States intelligence ac-
tivities, including activities essential to suc-
cess in the war against global terrorism. Re-
grettably, one provision of the Act falls short
of the standards of comity and flexibility that
should govern the relationship between the
executive and legislative branches on sen-
sitive intelligence matters and, in some cir-
cumstances, would fall short of constitutional
standards.

Section 305 of the Act amends section 502
of the National Security Act of 1947, which
relates to executive branch reports to the
Congress under the intelligence oversight
provisions of the National Security Act. Sec-
tion 305 purports to require that reports sub-

mitted to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees by the executive branch on signifi-
cant anticipated intelligence activities or sig-
nificant intelligence failures always be in
written form, with a concise statement of
facts pertinent to the report and an expla-
nation of the significance of the activity or
failure.

Section 502 of the National Security Act
as amended by section 305 of the Act shall
be construed for all purposes, specifically in-
cluding for the purpose of the establishment
of standards and procedures under section
502(c) of the National Security Act by the
Director of Central Intelligence, in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to withhold information the disclo-
sure of which could impair foreign relations,
the national security, the deliberative proc-
esses of the Executive, or the performance
of the Executive’s constitutional duties. Sec-
tion 502 shall also be construed in a manner
consistent with the statutory responsibility of
the Director of Central Intelligence to pro-
tect intelligence sources and methods and
other exceptionally sensitive matters.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

NOTE: At the time of publication, H.R. 2883, ap-
proved December 28, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Statement on Signing the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2002
December 28, 2001

I have today signed into law S. 1438, the
‘‘National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2002.’’ The Act authorizes the fund-
ing necessary to defend the United States
and its interests around the globe. In par-
ticular, it provides the resources needed to
continue the war against global terrorism, ac-
celerate programs for defense against bio-
logical or chemical attacks, pursue an effec-
tive missile defense, properly support mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and their families,
and begin to transform our Armed Forces
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to meet the military requirements of the 21st
century.

The Act provides important improvements
in the quality of life for the members of our
Armed Forces, who have dedicated their
lives to the defense of their fellow citizens.
It provides for a substantial and well-de-
served increase in basic pay, improved edu-
cational opportunities as an incentive to re-
enlist, and more resources to improve mili-
tary housing. The legislation also addresses
important needs of military families, such as
improved job training and education oppor-
tunities for military spouses and access for
home-schooled children of military families
to facilities and programs of Department of
Defense dependent schools.

The Act will assist greatly in the rebuilding
and reshaping of the Armed Forces to meet
future challenges. In particular, it provides
procurement authority for programs crucial
to the projection of American military power
in support of U.S. interests abroad, such as
carrier-based strike aircraft, air superiority
fighter aircraft, large-capacity cargo aircraft,
and a fast attack submarine. The Act also au-
thorizes funds to move forward with our pro-
gram for an effective defense against ballistic
missiles.

The legislation reflects my Administra-
tion’s important initiative to establish a proc-
ess for realignment and closure of unneeded
military facilities. Such realignments and clo-
sures will allow the Government to use more
effectively the taxpayer sources devoted to
the national defense. As the Act requires,
military value will be the primary consider-
ation in recommending realignments and
closures. Regrettably, the Act defers the start
of the base closure and realignment process
for several years, rather than providing for
its immediate commencement to permit effi-
cient restructuring promptly.

Section 1116 of the Act authorizes Federal
agency employees to retain and make per-
sonal use of promotional items such as fre-
quent flyer miles, upgrades, or access to car-
rier clubs or facilities received as a result of
certain official travel. Agency regulations will
ensure that, in connection with imple-
mentation of section 1116, employees fully
observe applicable principles of ethics in

Government and regulations that prevent
unneeded or inefficient official travel.

The Act contains several provisions in-
tended to improve the ability of members
of the Armed Forces to exercise one of the
most important rights that any citizen has—
the right to vote. Section 1605 of the Act
requires State Governors, in certain cir-
cumstances, to provide reports to the Sec-
retary of Defense concerning the Secretary’s
recommendations on State voting laws, in-
cluding what recommendations the Gov-
ernor has made or will make to the State
legislature on the Secretary’s recommenda-
tions. Section 1605 shall be implemented in
a manner consistent with proper regard for
the role of the States, and their legislatures
and Governors, in our Federal system.

Several provisions of the Act, including
sections 525(c), 546, 705, and 3152 call for
executive branch officials to submit to the
Congress proposals for legislation. These
provisions shall be implemented in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to supervise the unitary executive
branch and to recommend to the Congress
such measures as the President judges nec-
essary and expedient.

Section 1404 vests in the Secretary of De-
fense authority to appoint a chief operating
officer for the Armed Forces Retirement
Home, but purports to limit the qualifica-
tions of the pool of persons from whom the
Secretary may select the appointee in a man-
ner that rules out a large portion of those
persons best qualified by experience and
knowledge to fill the office. The Secretary
shall implement section 1404 in a manner
consistent with the Appointments Clause of
the Constitution.

Under section 1002 of the Act, the Con-
gress has stated that it incorporates a classi-
fied annex into the statute. That annex con-
tains authorizations of appropriations for
specified classified programs. My Adminis-
tration discourages enactment of secret law
as part of annual defense authorization acts
and instead encourages appropriate use of
classified annexes to committee reports and
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the joint statement of managers that accom-
panies the final legislation.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

NOTE: At the time of publication, S. 1438, ap-
proved December 28, had not been received by
the Office of the Federal Register in time for as-
signment of a public law number.

Executive Order 13241—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of Agriculture
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of Agriculture (Sec-
retary) during any period when both the Sec-
retary and the Deputy Secretary of Agri-
culture (Deputy Secretary) have died, re-
signed, or are otherwise unable to perform
the functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services;
(b) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Marketing and Regulatory Programs;
(c) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Rural Development;
(d) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services;
(e) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Natural Resources and Environment;
(f) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Re-

search, Education, and Economics;
(g) Under Secretary of Agriculture for

Food Safety;
(h) General Counsel of the Department

of Agriculture;
(i) Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for

Administration; and

(j) Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for
Congressional Relations.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(j) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 11957 of January
13, 1977, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13242—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of Commerce
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of Commerce (Sec-
retary) during any period when both the Sec-
retary and the Deputy Secretary of Com-
merce (Deputy Secretary) have died, re-
signed, or are otherwise unable to perform
the functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) General Counsel of the Department of

Commerce;
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(b) Under Secretary of Commerce for
International Trade;

(c) Under Secretary of Commerce for Eco-
nomic Affairs;

(d) Under Secretary of Commerce for
Oceans and Atmosphere and Administrator
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration;

(e) Under Secretary of Commerce for
Technology;

(f) Under Secretary of Commerce for Ex-
port Administration;

(g) Chief Financial Officer of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Assistant Secretary
of Commerce in charge of Administration;
and

(h) Assistant Secretary of Commerce in
charge of Legislative and Intergovernmental
Affairs.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(h) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 11880 of October
2, 1975, Executive Order 12998 of April 5,
1996, and section 26 of Executive Order
12608 of September 9, 1987, are hereby re-
voked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13243—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development

December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development (Secretary) during any
period when both the Secretary and the Dep-
uty Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (Deputy Secretary) have died, re-
signed, or are otherwise unable to perform
the functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) General Counsel of the Department of

Housing and Urban Development;
(b) Assistant Secretary of Housing and

Urban Development in charge of Housing-
Federal Housing Commission;

(c) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Commu-
nity, Planning and Development;

(d) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Public and
Indian Housing;

(e) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Policy De-
velopment and Research;

(f) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Fair Hous-
ing and Equal Opportunity;

(g) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Congres-
sional and Intergovernmental Relations;

(h) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Adminis-
tration; and

(i) Assistant Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development in charge of Public Af-
fairs.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
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(a) No individual who is serving in an of-
fice listed in section 2(a)–(i) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 11274 of March
30, 1996, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13244—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of the Interior
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of the Interior (Sec-
retary) during any period when both the Sec-
retary and the Deputy Secretary of the Inte-
rior (Deputy Secretary) have died, resigned,
or are otherwise unable to perform the func-
tions and duties of the office of Secretary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Solicitor of the Department of the Inte-

rior;
(b) Assistant Secretary of the Interior in

charge of Policy, Management and Budget;
(c) Assistant Secretary of the Interior in

charge of Land and Minerals Management;

(d) Assistant Secretary of the Interior in
charge of Water and Science;

(e) Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks; and

(f) Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Indian Affairs.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(f) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 11487 of October
6, 1969, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13245—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of Labor
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of Labor (Secretary)
during any period when both the Secretary
and the Deputy Secretary of Labor (Deputy
Secretary) have died, resigned, or are other-
wise unable to perform the functions and du-
ties of the office of Secretary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
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(a) Solicitor of Labor;
(b) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge

of Administration and Management;
(c) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge

of Policy;
(d) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge

of Congressional and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs;

(e) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge
of the Employment and Training Administra-
tion;

(f) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge
of the Employment Standards Administra-
tion;

(g) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge
of the Pension and Welfare Benefits Admin-
istration;

(h) Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occu-
pational Safety and Health;

(i) Assistant Secretary of Labor for Mine
Safety and Health;

(j) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge
of the Office of Public Affairs;

(k) Assistant Secretary of Labor for Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training; and

(l) Assistant Secretary of Labor in charge
of the Office of Disability Employment Pol-
icy.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(l) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 10513 of January
19, 1954, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13246—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of the Treasury
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this Executive Order, the officers
named in section 2, in the order listed, shall
act as and perform the functions and duties
of the office of Secretary of the Treasury
(Secretary) during any period when both the
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary of the
Treasury (Deputy Secretary) have died, re-
signed, or are otherwise unable to perform
the functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Under Secretaries of the Treasury (in-

cluding the Under Secretary of the Treasury
for Enforcement), in the order in which they
shall have taken the oath of office as such
officers;

(b) General Counsel of the Department
of the Treasury; and

(c) Deputy Under Secretaries of the Treas-
ury and those Assistant Secretaries of the
Treasury appointed by the President by and
with the consent of the Senate, in the order
in which they shall have taken the oath of
office as such officers.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(c) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 11822 of Decem-
ber 10, 1974, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order 13247—Providing
an Order of Succession Within the
Department of Veterans Affairs
December 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, it is hereby ordered that:

Sec. 1. Subject to the provisions of section
3 of this Executive Order, the officers named
in section 2, in the order listed, shall act as
and perform the functions and duties of the
office of Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Sec-
retary) during any period when both the Sec-
retary and the Deputy Secretary of Veterans
Affairs (Deputy Secretary) have died, re-
signed, or are otherwise unable to perform
the functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for

Health;
(b) Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for

Benefits;
(c) Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for

Memorial Affairs;
(d) General Counsel of the Department

of Veterans Affairs;
(e) Assistant Secretaries of Veterans Af-

fairs, in the order in which they shall have
taken the oath of office as Assistant Secre-
taries, other than the Chief Financial Officer
and, if an Assistant Secretary, the Chief In-
formation Officer;

(f) Chief Information Officer of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, if the Chief In-
formation Officer is an officer appointed by
the President by and with the consent of the
Senate;

(g) Chief Financial Officer of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs; and

(h) Chairman, Board of Veterans’ Appeals.
Sec. 3. Exceptions.

(a) No individual who is serving in an of-
fice listed in section 2(a)–(h) in an acting ca-
pacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
Executive Order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
Executive Order, the President retains dis-
cretion, to the extent permitted by Sub-
chapter III of Chapter 33 of title 5 of the
United States Code, to depart from this Ex-
ecutive Order in designating an acting Sec-
retary.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
December 21.

Executive Order—Providing an
Order of Succession Within the
Department of Health and Human
Services
December 28, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including the Federal Va-
cancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345
et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this order, the officers named in
section 2, in the order listed, shall act as and
perform the functions and duties of the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Health and Human
Services (Secretary) during any period when
both the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary
of Health and Human Services (Deputy Sec-
retary) have died, resigned, or become other-
wise unable to perform the functions and du-
ties of the office of Secretary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) The Assistant Secretaries of Health and

Human Services appointed by the President
and confirmed by the Senate, in the order
in which they shall have taken the oath of
office as such;

(b) The General Counsel of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services; and
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(c) Other officers within the Department
of Health and Human Services who have
been appointed by the President by and with
the consent of the Senate, in the order in
which they shall have taken the oath of office
as such.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who is serving in an of-

fice listed in section 2(a)–(c) of this order
in an acting capacity shall act as Secretary
pursuant to this order.

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
order, the President retains discretion, to the
extent permitted by the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq.,
to depart from this order in designating an
acting Secretary.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

NOTE: At the time of publication, this Executive
order had not been received by the Office of the
Federal Register for assignment of an Executive
order number. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this Executive order.

Executive Order—Providing an
Order of Succession Within the
Department of State
December 28, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including the Federal Va-
cancies Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345
et seq., it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. Subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 3 of this order, the officers named in
section 2, in the order listed, shall act as, and
perform the duties of, the office of Secretary
of State (Secretary) during any period in
which the Secretary has died, resigned, or
otherwise become unable to perform the
functions and duties of the office of Sec-
retary.

Sec. 2. Order of Succession.
(a) Deputy Secretary of State;
(b) Deputy Secretary of State for Manage-

ment and Resources;

(c) Under Secretary of State designated for
political affairs pursuant to section 2651a(b)
of title 22, United States Code;

(d) Under Secretary of State designated
for management affairs pursuant to section
2651a(b) of title 22, United States Code;

(e) The remaining Under Secretaries of
State, in the order in which they shall have
taken the oath of office as such;

(f) Assistant Secretaries of State des-
ignated for regional bureaus pursuant to sec-
tion 2651a(c) of title 22, United States Code,
in the order in which they shall have taken
the oath of office as such;

(g) The following officers, in the order in
which they shall have taken the oath of office
as such:

(1) Remaining Assistant Secretaries of
State;
(2) Coordinator for Counterterrorism;
(3) Director General of the Foreign
Service; and
(4) Legal Adviser;

(h) United States Representative to the
United Nations (New York);

(i) Deputy United States Representative to
the United Nations (New York);

(j) The following other United States Rep-
resentatives to the United Nations (New
York), in the order in which they shall have
taken the oath of office as such:

United States Representative to the
United Nations for United Nations Manage-
ment and Reform;

United States Representative to the
United Nations on the Economic and Social
Council of the United Nations; and

Alternate United States Representative to
the United Nations for Special Political Af-
fairs in the United Nations;

(k) The following Chiefs of Mission, in the
order listed:

(1) United States Ambassador to the
United Kingdom;
(2) United States Ambassador to Can-
ada;
(3) United States Ambassador to Aus-
tralia;
(4) United States Ambassador to Mex-
ico;
(5) United States Ambassador to Japan;
and
(6) United States Ambassador to India;
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(l) The following officers, in the order in
which they shall have taken the oath of office
as such:

(1) United States Ambassadors at Large;
(2) Counselor; and
(3) Special Representatives of the Presi-
dent; and

(m) The remaining Chiefs of Mission, in
the order in which they shall have taken the
oath of office as such.

Sec. 3. Exceptions.
(a) No individual who has not been ap-

pointed by the President by and with the
consent of the Senate shall act as Secretary
pursuant to this order.

(b) No individual who is serving in an of-
fice listed in section 2(a)–(m) in an acting
capacity shall act as Secretary pursuant to this
order.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this
order, the President retains discretion, to the
extent permitted by the Federal Vacancies
Reform Act of 1998, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq.,
to depart from this order in designating an
acting Secretary.

(d) A successor office, intended to be the
equivalent of an office identified in section
2 of this order, shall be deemed to be the
position identified in section 2 for purposes
of this order.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 12343 of January
27, 1982, is hereby revoked.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

NOTE: At the time of publication, this Executive
order had not been received by the Office of the
Federal Register for assignment of an Executive
order number. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this Executive order.

Executive Order—Adjustments of
Certain Rates of Pay
December 28, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the laws
cited herein, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The
rates of basic pay or salaries of the statutory

pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)),
as adjusted under 5 U.S.C. 5303(a), are set
forth on the schedules attached hereto and
made a part hereof:

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5332(a)) at Schedule 1;

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and

(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health
Administration of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section
301(a) of Public Law 102–40) at Schedule
3.

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The rates
of basic pay for senior executives in the Sen-
ior Executive Service, as adjusted under 5
U.S.C. 5382, are set forth on Schedule 4 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 3. Executive Salaries. The rates of
basic pay or salaries for the following offices
and positions are set forth on the schedules
attached hereto and made a part hereof:

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C.
5312–5318) at Schedule 5;

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and
the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at Schedule 6;
and

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d),
135, 252, and 461(a)) at Schedule 7.

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. Pursuant to
section 601 of S. 1438, the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002
(which I signed into law on December 28,
2001), the rates of monthly basic pay (37
U.S.C. 203(a)) for members of the uniformed
services and the rate of monthly cadet or
midshipman pay (37 U.S.C. 203(c)) are set
forth on Schedule 8 attached hereto and
made a part hereof.

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Pay-
ments. (a) Pursuant to sections 5304 and
5304a of title 5, United States Code, and in
accordance with section 646(a) of the Treas-
ury and General Government Appropriations
Act, 2002, Public Law 107–67, locality-based
comparability payments shall be paid in ac-
cordance with Schedule 9 attached hereto
and made a part hereof.

(b) The Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management shall take such actions
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as may be necessary to implement these pay-
ments and to publish appropriate notice of
such payments in the Federal Register.

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. The
rates of basic pay for administrative law
judges, as adjusted under 5 U.S.C.
5372(b)(4), are set forth on Schedule 10 at-
tached hereto and made a part hereof.

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is ef-
fective on January 1, 2002. The other sched-
ules contained herein are effective on the
first day of the first applicable pay period be-
ginning on or after January 1, 2002.

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive
Order 13182 of December 23, 2000, is super-
seded.

George W. Bush

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

NOTE: At the time of publication, this Executive
order had not been received by the Office of the
Federal Register for assiignment of an Executive
order number. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this Executive order.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 22
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to Camp David, MD.

December 24
In the morning, the President had tele-

phone conversations with selected overseas
U.S. military personnel to express holiday
wishes and thank them for their service.

December 25
During the day, the President and Mrs.

Bush celebrated Christmas with extended
family members.

December 26
In the morning, the President and Mrs.

Bush traveled to the Bush Ranch in
Crawford, TX.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released December 27

Fact sheet: Administration Review of Non-
proliferation and Threat Reduction Assist-
ance to the Russian Federation

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary:
President Bush Grants Permanent Normal
Trade Relations Status to China

Released December 28

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that on Thursday, December 27,
the President signed H.R. 483, H.R. 1291,
H.R. 2559, and H.R. 3323

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed H.R.
3442
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved December 27

H.R. 483 / Public Law 107–102
Regarding the use of the trust land and re-
sources of the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon

H.R. 1291 / Public Law 107–103
Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion
Act of 2001

H.R. 2559 / Public Law 107–104
To amend chapter 90 of title 5, United States
Code, relating to Federal long-term care in-
surance

H.R. 3323 / Public Law 107–105
Administrative Simplification Compliance
Act
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